Chinmaya Mission Saginaw, Michigan

Academic Year 2022-23

Hari Om!

The last 2-3 years have been challenging life learning experiences for everyone. The pandemic was
tough and scary, but it was a blessing in disguise. Saginaw Balvihar could join Flint, Tapovanam
and had classes together via zoom and getting to know each other and learning from each other
was a very exciting and motivating experience. Gurudev teaching played a huge role in restoring
our sanity in these difficult times but getting back to our traditional teaching and meeting
everyone In-person indeed remains a priceless moment for this year.

We have 5 classes. BV1 who learned “Alphabet train”, BV2 learned “Lord Hanuman”, BV3 learned
“My 24 teachers” and YK1 learned “India- the Sacred Land” and adult class continued learning



Bhagavad Gita.

Advith Girish







Girish Shiva

Hiral Chokshi & N]Ian]ana Raghunathan
BV1

Piyush Soni, Rohini Vaidya and Rav1 Vlswanathan

BV2

Nldlu I’odda: & Pallav1 Shahasane Meha Parikh, Monica Bhuti & Rita Ratam

BV3

YK1

Dr. Karunakaran
Adult Class




Administrators

Along with learning Balvihar curriculum, kids participated in different festival celebrations that

took place in Tri-city Hindu temple and they impressed everyone with their creativity. Few
celebrations are listed below:

Diwali celebration on October 24, 2022:

Festival of Lights remains one of the favorite festivals for Balvihar family. Diwali art, craft, and

trivia along with Bhajans were an absolute hit among all kids, but Diwali is incomplete without
Fireworks.




Makar Sankranti on January 15, 2023:

Along with giving presentation on Makar Sankranti, Kids enjoyed making kites and ate Sesame
seeds ladoos. So much fun!

Mahashivratri on February 18", 2023:

Kids recited Lord Shiva’s bhajans and presented symbol description skit. Those mischievous yet
knowledgeable Lord Shivas and Goddess Parvatis were adorable.




Essay competition on March 12", 2023:

Announcement of Essay competition and topic of essay is usually given one month prior which
gives kids enough time to prepare. The Topics were as per the curriculum. We had a great
response, and accommodation was provided for students who could not make it on the same day.
Winners were declared on the day of Graduation.

Ram Navami March 26, 2023:

One of the biggest celebrations after Diwali is Ram Navami. BV1 dressed up as Lord Ram, Goddess
Sita and Lord Lakshman and chanted Bhajan together. BV2 and BV3 collaborated to narrate one of
the Ramayana stories. YK1 did an excellent job dressing up like Ram Parivar and having an
inclusive interview with them. It was so delightful to watch and was very educational.

Hanuman Jayanti on April 15", 2023:

Our youngest and cutest BV1 kids dressed up as Vanar Sena and made Ram Setu and played trivia
based on Lord Hanuman. BV2 recited Hanuman Chalisa. BV3 played “Kaun Banega Sabse Bada
Devotee” which was nothing but a quiz show, played among the BV3 kids and questions were
based on Lord Hanuman.



We celebrated our Gurudev’s birthday followed by Mother’s Day.

Each student shared Gurudev’s quote, chanted stotras together. The life story of our beloved
Gurudev was presented as well. What a divine experience it was. We showed our gratitude and
sought his blessings on his 107" birthday. He is helping us to become better human being every
single day. After Gurudev’s celebration, Mother’s Day celebration took place with some cultural
performances and followed by Lunch which was served by kids.
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Graduation Day on June 4", 2023:

Graduation day is all about showcasing what you have learned during the year. Every class had
excellent presentations and it was great to see kids growing with cultural knowledge and spiritual
wisdom. It is also their favorite day as there is always a fun element present for kids. This year, we
had bounce house along with Pizza and Ice-cream. It was great treat to kick -off the Summer!

This Graduation Day was super special. First, it was In-person and secondly, we were blessed with
Guest Speaker Dr. Apparao Mukkamala. Radiologist by Profession and Managing Trustee of
Chinmaya Vishwa Vidyapeeth, Dr. Mukkamala is such a down-to-earth person. Listening to his
Balvihar journey indeed inspired every one of us. Dr. Mukkamala shared a letter which was written
by our beloved Guru ji in 1979 which explains why there was a need for Balvihar classes in India as
well as abroad including USA. Culture in every community, city, state, and country is different from
each other but if we do not teach our rich Indian culture to our kids, and our grandkids, very soon
they will neither be Indian nor be American. Respect all and keep your own. Now, we have 28,000
Balvihar students attending Balvihar classes in the USA. USA has more Balvihar students than in
India. Isn’t that amazing.




Essay competition winners, Perfect attendance for the year were announced along with
Graduating students.
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Essay Competition Winners

BV1 Shyam Raghunathan & Advith Girish

15t place

BY2

Aarid

15\. P\ace

Bhut

BV?2 Vivaan Soni
2!.1d place

YK1 Nav Parikh
15t place

Winners’ essays have been shown below:
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Perfect Attendance

BV1
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Graduating Stud:

Advith Girish & Shyam Raghunathan Aaria Bhuti & Vivaan Soni Siddharth Nair
BV1 BV2 BV3

Tanvi Malewar
YK1 YK2
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BV3 student Raga Samatham recited 30 shlokas from Geeta chapter three. Extraordinary! Thank
you Bhargavi ji for coaching her for the last two years.

Nihal Nallani, one of the ex-graduating students of Balvihar shared his experience and spoke
about how Balvihar is helping him on various stages of his life.

We took an opportunity to bid farewell to Meha Parikh, who will be moving out of Michigan.
Thank you for your dedication to Balvihar. You will be totally missed! Best wishes for your future
endeavors.

FESTIVALS

Time flies and one more year has successfully passed. We thank all our teachers, parent and kids
for their devotion and commitment towards learning and gaining the knowledge of our rich Indian
culture and Vedanta. Thank you, Chinmaya Mission Flint-Tapovanam and Chinmaya West for
providing all the support and help needed!

Hari Om!
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